SB 1234 (Correa)
Sen. Judiciary Committee, March 25, 2008

Madam Chair and members, my name is Jim Burr. I’m from Visalia, and serve as  the GSMOL Legislative Chair.  It is good to see you again Sen. Corbett. I have a brief statement, intended to expand on the Senator’s opening comments.  They are based on my experience as a mobile home owner, from visiting parks through out the state and first hand discussions with resident leaders and park owners.
1. MANAGER ISSUE. The issue really involves the unprofessional and incompetent MH park managers.  Two years ago, WMA joined GSMOL to address this with AB 1469 involving park manager training, but it was vetoed.   For the record, we know and respect the leadership of WMA, and we sense that some WMA member parks are managed better than non-member parks. However, the vast number of managers remaining are our paramount concern, and since the AB 1469 veto, the matter has become worse.  

Many managers use poor judgment when issuing written warnings under threat of eviction for frivolous rules violations.  This becomes a tool for control,   harassment, intimidation and even retaliation against resident leaders in the parks.  A seven-day notification period would slow this process, and allow resolution for some of the alleged violations before they become bigger issues.  While some violations are serious and rise to the level of eviction, most do not.
2. PRIVACY ISSUE. When faced with increasing numbers of bad managers, the issue goes to the homeowner’s Rights of Privacy, as well.  Requiring notice will help reduce the incidence and practice of resident park managers entering the home site without notice, enter the out buildings, porches and carports, remove skirting to look under the home, peer in the windows, and in one incident in Kern county, used a flash camera to photograph the homes interior through the windows.   They do this to identify minor rules infractions, without notifying the homeowner, and in the process they attempt to avoid speaking to the homeowner.    

It is well to remember that SB 1234 will not prevent park mangers from inspecting a homeowner’s space for rules or code violations – it will simply require managers to provide homeowners with some common decency, a proper and reasonable notice before entering the homeowner’s space
Joining us here today - seated in the audience - are several mobile homeowners from throughout northern California, some of whom have been subjected to this kind of management intimidation.  In the interest of time, they will not speak, but I will ask that they raise their hands high, and be recognized for the record.

Finally, we urge your support for AB 1234.  Thanks you.     

